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Message from the settings new Chair…………………. 

It is an honour to become the chair of Little Meadow. I have known the staff (and taught one of them!) for 10 years and I am 

very excited about becoming more involved in this lovely family. In my short time as chair I have already been deeply 

impressed by the level of commitment that goes into making Little Meadow the success it is today. The children are very 

special and so are the staff that keep them safe, engaged and happy. 

  

I speak for everyone that has seen the improvements to the outdoor area when I say… WOW!  I would like to thank all the 

volunteers that have given up their time to make this an incredibly special place for the staff and children of Little Meadow. 

Staff, parents and the children have all helped make this into the colourful wonderland you see today. DIY SOS has nothing on 

the team that made this happen! 

  

The staff have been working hard to make sure they are in line with the new Global Data Protection Regulations (GDPR). All 

staff have been trained and slight changes to the way personal data is shared or displayed means that we can feel even more 

confident that the little and big people are being protected at Little Meadow 

           Dan Port 

Rising 5’s 

The children have all adjusted well to the new routines and in particular to working more in their key groups. We have been 

very busy exploring communities, our families, our key groups and our setting. We have thought about the things that make us 

unique, our hair colour, eyes and how tall we are. We have talked about our bones, made a skeleton and painted our faces. We 

have shown Sharon how great we are when working with numbers and shapes. Then the children decided they wanted to go 

on a bus and suddenly there was a line of chairs down the room, tickets being made and we were off, each day somewhere 

different, stories to tell of places the children had been. This idea of journeys then carried on as we shared the excitement of 

Nicky’s impending journey to Australia. The children amazed us as they explained all the things Nicky needed to pack in her 

suitcase and why. Have you been following Gruffalo’s travels on facebook? More fun to follow of these adventures………  

You should all have received your child’s next steps based on staff observation and assessment. Don’t forget if you are working 

on anything at home, we can if appropriate, support this in the setting, just talk to your Key person. 

 

Rising 3’s 

The middle of September saw us welcome our youngest children in to the Little Meadow family. Gradually the children are 

settling in, for some this is the first time they have been away from their special big people and for others they are beginning to 

adjust to not having an afternoon sleep so there are lots of challenges for them to overcome. The last month has been 

dedicated to the children establishing a relationship with the staff that will support the children as they begin their Early Years 

journey. We have been getting used to all the resources, painting, sticking and play dough. The children have had to adjust to 

sharing, turn taking and walking inside. In the second half of term the staff will be completing two year checks based on 

observation and assessment and we will then invite parents in to share this information with us and look at and agree what will 

be the next steps to continue their positive learning experiences.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of School Club 

What can we say? This is our busiest year ever resulting in very few available places but, this is all about your children. We have 

been so impressed with their attitudes this year, so much so that we asked for them to receive a special message in 

Meadowside assembly and they received some extra playtime!  We have a student from Severn Vale with us on a Thursday 

who is completing their silver Duke of Edinburgh. They are running a gardening club and we are so pleased with how the 

children have embraced the opportunity to join in. Already they have weeded and planted the three planters in the garden 

with spring bulbs. As you can appreciate we have a large amount of grounds so if any parents have left over 

bulbs/plants/shrubs following their own gardening exploits, we would very gratefully receive them. 

We have always had a quiet place for children to sit and should they wish complete any homework they have been given. More 

recently this has been extended with some of our year 6 children volunteering to listen to the younger children read. This has 

proved to be a very positive addition and has the support of the school. However, please remember these are voluntary 

opportunities and compliment the rest of the activities on offer. 

Fundraising 

Thank you all for supporting the Christmas cards, we are excitedly awaiting the arrival of your orders. The children loved 

making these and produced some very individually unique pieces. The setting will benefit from each item you purchased so 

Thank you. 

Also a big thank you to Tim Howe and Darren Malone from Ecclesiastical who, not only came and painted the perimeter fence 

but also donated £500.00 to the setting. This money has already been use to purchase a new freezer which is allowing us to 

take advantage of the Tesco Food share scheme leaving more money for resources. If any of your companies offer schemes like 

this and you would like to support the setting, please speak to Sharon. 

How amazing does the wall look outside room one?  This has been completed over a period of 5 months and has been funded 

by Portakabin (stage 1) and Quedgeley Community Trust (stage 2) Brandon’s Murals has helped us create a wonderful wall of 

imagination and has helped us turn a plain covered area into a magical land. We are now looking to raise funds to turn the 

entrance and children’s cloakroom into an area that we feel is indicative of the setting, a place where children feel safe and 

encouraged to take control of their learning and flourish with the support of the staff.  

Thank you all for supporting the penny pot. The children will be choosing this term what we need to enhance their resources. 

No doubt this will require some negotiating and compromising all good skills for us to practice in a safe environment. 

Please also find attached a flyer regarding Easyfundraising, it really is the easiest way to help raise funds for Little Meadow at 

no extra cost to you.  

A message from Sharon……….. 

It has been lovely to see how well the children are settling into so many new routines. I am really looking forward to watching 

how they evolve their learning over the coming months.  

Autumn is finally with us and that means hats and gloves, scarves and wellies. Please can we remind all the parents from Rising 

3’s to Out of School Club to ensure each individual item is clearly named. If the children wear wellingtons can you also make 

sure they have a change of footwear in a separate named carrier bag. We have a lino floor with under floor heating which can 

result in very hot little toes inside boots and a very slippery surface for sock clad feet.  

Please don’t forget that the staff are always here for you. If you have any questions, concerns, want some advice or support do 

not hesitate to chat or email your Key Person or any member of the team no matter how small it maybe. 

Term Dates for term 2   29
th

 October 2018 – Friday 21
st

 December (Rising 3 sessions finish Thursday 20
th

 December)  


